The author highlights fifteen years of research in this tour of her

Swiss homeland.

Anabaptist Families from Canton Zurich
to Lancaster County, 1633 to 1729: A Tour

by Jane Evans Best

invite you to come with me today* on a journey

into the past, to the year 1633 in the Canton of

Zurich, Switzerland, where many of our ancestors

lived. Using these pictures and your imaginations,
we will look at landscapes they knew, examine some of
the circumstances they experienced, and discuss some of
the ways in which they were unique.

Hirzel (1)

South and west of the city of Zurich are the Albis
mountains, scattered through which are many farms,
called Hofes, and small villages. In 1614 the parish of
Horgen (Fig. a) was divided and the parish of Hirzel (Fig.
b) was created from part of it. The church was construct-
ed on land confiscated from Jacob Isler, an Anabaptist.

After Hans Landis (LS3) was executed in 1614 because
of his disobedience to civil authorities, the prestige of
Zurich in Protestant Europe was greatly diminished.
During the next two decades, the state Reformed Church
tried to reform itself, emphasize education, especially reli-
gious instruction of the young, and improve the moral
conditions of its members that made Anabaptism appeal-
ing. Anabaptists were tolerated, as long as they paid their
annual fine, and by 1633 there were 182 Anabaptists
recorded in the Canton of Zurich. The Thirty Years War
was raging and Swedish troops had just passed through
Zurich territory near Stein am Rhein to the north on their
way to attack the city of Constance in present Germany.
Because Anabaptists refused military service, the authori-
ties wanted to know their number, and a complete census
of the Zurich parishes was started in 1634.

Hirzel was the home of forty-six of these 182
Anabaptists, and three sons and a nephew of Hans Landis
lived at Siten in 1633. Hans’ son Rudolf (LS33) lived at
Siten with his wife, Anna Baumann, and six children
aged two to twelve years. One of them, Ulrich (LS331),
lived at Unter Siten (Fig. ¢) with his family in 1649. Hans’
oldest son, Hans (L.S32), minister of the congregation,
lived at Siten in 1633 with his wife, Elsbeth Ertzinger, and
eight children. Caspar (LS321) was nineteen years old,
Hans Heinrich (LS325) was eleven, and Rudolf (1.S326)
was ten. By 1650 all three had emigrated with their fami-
lies to Alsace. Caspar’s descendants settled in
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Neckarburken, Baden, Germany, by 1678, and later in the
German colony in the Russian Ukraine in 1809.
Eventually some came to North America.

Caspar’s brothers Hans Heinrich (1.5325) and Rudolf
(LS326) were probably the ones who attended the 1661
Anabaptist meeting in Steinsfurt, Germany. Ibelieve sons
and grandsons of these two Landis brothers were in
Lancaster County by 1729.

Felix Landis (1.S36), another Anabaptist son of Hans
Landis, the martyr, lived at Miilibiiel in 1633 with his
wife, Adelheit Egli from Fischenthal on the east side of
Lake Zurich. They were both imprisoned in Oetenbach in
Zurich, where Felix died about 1642, and from which his
wife escaped after four years. Their property was confis-
cated and their children were given to strangers. The
Felix Landis, Junior, who was in present Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania, by 1718, may have been their
grandson.

Peter Brubacher (BL11) lived in 1633 in Spitzen with
his second wife, Anna Pfister, and their three sons, Hans
Heinrich, Peter, and Hans Jacob, aged one to five years.
Their two older children had died in 1629 of the pestilence
or black death, which had killed many in that area. The
Anabaptist congregation generally met in their home, and
Peter Brubacher and Hans Landis (1.532), the son, were
both imprisoned in 1637. Peter Brubacher and his three
sons moved to Alsace in 1648, and in 1661 moved to
Ibersheimer Hof, Germany. I believe the two Hans
Brubachers in present Lancaster County by 1717 were his
great grandsons.

Hans Rudolf Bauman (BU416) and his wife,
Margaretha Landis, were servants in 1633 in Boden,
Hirzel, of Anabaptist Anna Bér, widow of Jacob Huber.
In 1660 Bauman was a deacon in Jebsheim, Alsace, when
he signed the Anabaptist Dortrecht Confession at
Ohnenheim. He may have been the grandfather of the
Wendel Bauman who immigrated in 1710, and of the John
Bauman who signed the Dortrecht Confession in 1727 in
Pennsylvania.

* This article is based on a slide-illustrated lecture given at a quar-
terly meeting of the Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society on
December 6, 1993. The key to the alpha-numerical designations after
personal names is on p. 20.
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Zurich City

Villages and Farms of
Anabaptist Families from Canton Zurich, Switzerland,
to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania: 1633 to 1729
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1. Hirzel 11. Cloister Oetenbach

2. Ebertswil, Hausen 12. Auslikon

3. Ober Albis, Hausen  13. Biretswil

4. Kappel 14. Bettswil

5. Hof Buch, Knonau 15. Mulikram at Neutal, Biretswil
6. Mettmenstetten 16. Fischenthal

7. Lunnern 17. Wald

8. Affoltern 18. Diirnten

9, Stallikon 19. Richterswil

10. Birmensdorf 20. Widenswil

Chalbisau in Hirzel was the home of Barbel Suter
(SR2236, was SR36) in 1684 when she married Hans
Heinrich Huber (HR251). Their son Hans Heinrich
Huber (HR2516) is probably the Henry Huber who died
in Martic Township, Lancaster County in 1757.

Ebertswil, Hausen (2)

Ebertswil in the parish of Hausen in Albis is a few
miles west of Hirzel, across the Sihl River from Hirzel.
Schweikhof, which was the home in 1592 of Jacob Huber
(HR), great-great-grandfather of the immigrant Henry
Huber, is near Ebertswil.

Langriiti was the home in Ebertswil (Fig. ¢) of
Oswald Bar (BA3) and his wife, Barbara Bidermann, also
Anabaptists in 1633. Their daughter Anna Bar (BA33)
was married by 1637 to Martin Meili (ML23), a widower
with three children. He later became known as an histo-
rian of the persecution. According to Martyrs” Mirror,
Anna was imprisoned in Oetenbach prison in Zurich in
1638 while still nursing their daughter, Verena, and
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escaped when she went into labor with their third child,
Jacob (ML236). This Jacob is probably the son of Martin
Meylin who lived in Diihren, Germany, when he attend-
ed the Steinsfurt meeting in 1661.

Oswald Bir’s (BA3) nephew Oswald Bér (BA12) was
married in 1638 to Elsi Lamprecht (ML58), whose wid-
owed mother, Barbara Meili (ML5), was also imprisoned
in 1638. Barbara was a sister of Hans Meili (ML2), the
Anabaptist minister in Birmensdorf. In 1641 and 1642
both Oswald Bars lived at Langriiti while they kept
Katharina Meili (ML271), infant daughter of Hans Meili
(ML27), brother of Martin Meili, during his imprison-
ment. The house (Fig. e) on the Langriiti farm in
Ebertswil was the home in 1987 of Thomas Baer (Fig. f),
who may be an eleventh cousin of some of you.

Ober Albis, Hausen (3)

From Langriiti, Ober Albis can be seen in the dis-
tance, and it was there that four Wiaber brothers were
hereditary tenants in 1569 on a dairy farm. Hans Bar
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