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THE ESTATE OF UPPER MEIERHOF, AT TOP, ALONG WITH GIESSEN MILL AT THE MOUTH OF REID BROOK

FROM A WATERCOLOR MURAL OF WADENSWIL BY NATIVE SON JOHANNES ISLER, COMPLETED IN 1769
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RUINS OF THE TWIN TOWERS AT OLD CASTLE WADENSWIL
DEPICTED ON A BLUE OVEN TILE BY JOHANN JACOB HOFFMAN IN 1755



Homeland ff the Bachmans: Switzerland 1458-1743

THE MARRIAGE, BAPTISM AND DEATH BOOK OF THE PARISH RICHTERSWIL,
WITH AN ILLUSTRATION OF THE CHURCH AND PASTOR’S RESIDENCE BY FELIX VOGLER




| Villhge gantois sor pilelis, non loin du sillge de Meilen, aw liede Zirich, — Bestauration s s difcouveries da 1841,
— Pessin do Frientan.



THE HOME OF HANS BACHMAN ON DORFLISTRASSE IN FINSTERSEE
OFFICIAL MAGISTRATE FOR TAXATION AT THE MONASTERY OF EINSIEDELN; GOVERNOR OF THE HIGH COUNCIL AT ROSSBERG
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i

THE HORNS OF A CRESCENT MOON

SHINE DOWN UPON AN ALPINE LAKE



21

The Persistent Man in the Moon
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1309. His tenure as the tenth Ammann continued for 13
years. He also served as a negotiator on 22 June 1510 in
the conflict between Ziirich and Rapperswil because of
tolls being collected on the Iake; and in the territorial
dispute between the monastery at Kappel and the parish
of Menzingen on 26 November 1510. He even
interceded to absolve his brothers Heinrich and J 6rg
when Ulrich Ziircher of Gschwend became embroiled in
a murder charge and sought asylum at Einsiedeln.
Between 1515-1517, Konrad Bachman became
provincial governor in Baden; also serving regularly as a
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district magistrate between 1503 to 1530. Before his
departure from Germany, Konrad donated a ceremonial
Doppelscheibe or double disc to the monastery at
Wettingen. His gift bore the Bachman coat of arms, with
its simple double crescent moons, but it remains the most
beautiful and valuable of their collection. He had
married first with Barbara Trinkler, and for a second
time with Barbara Bolsinger, Hans Ammann’s sister.

On 15 March 1518, Konrad represented Canton Zug
before the Confederation in a complex trade arbitration
with Canton Schwyz. That he fought at the Baitle at

Il

MR
-~

TR
1
NN N,
i)

)
|
e
(r
y
Iy

e
W ——
-

nged

.-rIl'_"-"-n-._h.
R 3 >
= . - 2
AR N \\\ U e
Y .‘1- \\ e
.‘\&{\\ ’..ll"_"::.-—
B RN -
Oy N\
3 A
: 1_I1, :1‘ A _
RS N . ‘\ r='_._'_:
A=
g \ -
- X
T

L

Wi @

BYY

Teiifels bru3: T ey

THE STREAM IN AND OUT OF EINSIEDELN’S MONASTERY
FOR PILGRIMS, PRIESTS, BULLS AND TAX COLLECTORS



180 A Lake Beneath the Crescent Moon

belief in a doppelgdnger, the “double traveler’or twin Before the Moon Was New Again
that every person has in some lost corner of the world,
each leading a parallel life though they may remain OLK BELIEFS ABOUT THE MOON PERSISTED FOR
strangers forever. thousands of years, and Swiss German farmers held
In Canton Ziirich of the 18™ Century, another Jakob on to them with great loyalty, in tandem with their
Strickler also became a schoolmaster, at Hirzel, within Christian faith, up through much of the 19" Century in
the orbit of Widenswil. Many others in his family had America. Almanacs served as the printed guide to lunar
been teachers, too, but Jakob went on to be appointed by cycles in agriculture, and an 1828 edition of Johann
the provincial governor to conduct Richterswil’s official Georg Hohman’s Long Lost Friend, beliefs from Alpine
census, One of the greatest impacts of his life came lands about the moon still resembled the primeval stories.
through a young student he taught how to write, Hanneli “To cure any Excrescence or Wen [cyst] on a Horse.
Spyri-Heusser (1827-1901), who later penned Heidi, a Take any bone which you accidentally find, for you dare
widely popular novel about a little girl living amidst the not be looking for it, and rub the wen of the horse with it;
mountains of Switzerland. * always bearing in mind that it must be done in the
decreasing moon, and the wen will certainly disappear.
& The bone, however, must be replaced as it was before.”
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A PENMANSHIP MODEL BY JACOB STRICKLER, DATED 1794
FROM ONE OF THE PIONEERING FAMILIES OF THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY OF VIRGINIA
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