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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The M i l l  Creek Church, a l s o  known a s  Nauck's Meeting House, is s i t u a t e d  above Mill 
Creek i n  t h e  town of Hamburg. Bu i l t  between 1795 and 1800 by t h e  Mennonite-Baptist  
congregat ion of t h e  M i l l  Creek se t t l emen t ,  t h e  impressive planked log  s t r u c t u r e ,  once 
covered with beaded weatherboard, measures approximately t h i r t y - s i x  f e e t  by twenty-nine 
f e e t .  The logs ,  hewn t o  a  width of  seven and one-half t o  e i g h t  inches,  a r e  joined by 
f i n e l y  executed h a l f  and f u l l  dove ta i l  notching,  f i t t e d  toge the r  wi th  such p r e c i s i o n  
t h a t  the  opening between any two logs  i s  gene ra l ly  l e s s  than  two inches.  I n  r ecen t  
yea r s  the  d ry - l a id  s tone  foundat ion had a l l  but d i s i n t e g r a t e d  and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  had 
been l e f t  sagging,  but  t h e  foundat ion has s i n c e  been r e b u i l t ,  and adequate suppor ts  
have been i n s t a l l e d  beneath t h e  church t o  l e v e l  t h e  bui ld ing .  Each of  t h e  logs  i s  cu t  
from a s i n g l e  member, a l though due t o  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  of the  s i l l s  and lower 
members have been s p l i c e d  wi th  l a t e r  m a t e r i a l s  and r epa i r ed .  

The ent rance  doors  on t h e  south  ( f r o n t )  and west ( s ide )  a r e  r a i s e d  s ix-panel  FsderaL 
doors and t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  i s  a  s h p l e  one-sect ion molding. The window sash  a r e  nine-  
over -s ix ,  some appearing t o  be o r i g i n a l ,  w i th  each window p ro tec t ed  by a  beaded bozrd 
s h u t t e r  f a s t ened  wi th  s t r a p  and p i n t l e  hinges.  This hardware, a i  l e a s t  on The f r o n t  
windows, appears t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

It i s  Lelieved t h a t  t h e  weatherboarding was added i n  a  remodeling of t h e  bu i ld ing  
aroucd 1830. The c u t  n a i l s  i n  some ren~aini.ng n a i l i n g  s t r i p s  suppor t  t h i s  claim, Also 
i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  time o f  tLe r ezose l ing  were the  fl-anking balconies  and s t a j . r s  a t  the. 
gable  ends. The roof was r a i s e d  t o  accomnodate t h e  ba lconies  which a re  well-executed 
and a r e  reached by two narrow open- s t r ing  s t a i r s  w i th  r ec t angu la r  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  b a l u s t e r s  
composing t h e  r a i l i n g s .  Each balcony i s  supported by two massive chaqfered columns. 
The chamfers, te rminat ing  i n  l a n b ' s  tongue des igns ,  a r e  deep enough t o  c r e a t e  the  e f f e c t  
of ac tagonal  p o s t s .  This  t rea tment  i s  repea ted  i n  t h e  s t a i r  newels, The f l i g h t  of  
s t a i r s  a t  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  church is  an open-veil s t a i r ,  while  t h e  f i i g ! ~ t  a t  t h e  
west end i s  a s t r a i g h t  run. The balconies  a r e  f i x e d  by c u t  n a i l s  w i t h  wrought heads 
t h a t  would sugges t  t h e i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  t h e  time of  t h e  remodeling. The logs  a r e  
=posed on t h e  i n t e r i c r  of t h e  bui ld ing  and a r e  r.ihitewashed. 

The e x i s t i n g  pews a r e  simpl.e, s t r a i g h t  back pews converted from puncheon benches. 
One psw bears  t h e  marking "S+ST 1830". A s i x - p l a t e ,  c a s t - i r o n  s t o v e  made i.n Luray 
and signed "D Pennabacker 1799'' was a t  one time used f o r  hea t ing  but  has been replaced  
by a  mndern stove. Tne Pennabacker s tove  i s  k e p t  on d isp lay .  The f i g u r e  o f  a  s t o r k ,  
t h e  pa t ron  b i r d  of Germany, appezrs  on t h e  end panel  of  the s tove .  

The church i s  roofed wi th  ches tnut  sh ing le s ,  now covered with t i n .  A s imple box c o r n i c e  
is employed, probably da t ing  from t h e  remodeling, 
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31s Ni.11 :;reek Church s t ands  as  a  syobc.1 of  the  inf luent ia l  r o l e  played by t h e  d i s s e n t e r s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  ~ l t n n o n i t e s  and t h e  Baptists, i n  t h e  e a r l y  s o c i e t y  of t h e  Shenandoah 
Val i  fj... Its congre:;ation was probably organized around 1772 by John Koontz, fomler1.y o f  
rar~il~.ricr County. The d i s s e n t e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  met i n  t h e i r  homes; i t  i s  n o t  documented 
w;iec . k o n t z l s  group decided on t h e  need :or a  rr.eeting house. The e a r l i e s t  s p e c i f i c  _ , . ' , .-j.tnce _. c -, t o  t h e  ?!ill Creek Church \.]as recorded i n  1798 i n  t h e  c!~urch minutes ,  t hus  

e s - a b l i s h i n g  t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  was s t a n d i n s  by t h a t  time. C la ins  have been made t h a t  
the  church Tias b u i l t  a t  t h e  time of  t h e  Revolution, but  such c la ims  a r e  supported n e i t h e r  
i>y doc'~n!entation nor a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidexce. 

iilt:i;~)a;h both Pieni;o'~ites and i l ap t i s t s  used the  b u i l d i n g ,  it i s  u n c e r t a i n  whfch group 
dor.in-it.i.d i n  t h e  e a r l y  years .  I n  any case ,  t h e  Baptists p reva i l ed ,  a s  t h e  Mennonites 
1.rrg-ly l e f t  t h e  a rea  by t h e  e a r l y  n ine te sn th  century .  Sn 1607, Joseptl flauck, nwnsr of 
t ! ~ e  land on whtch the. bu i ld ing  s tood,  'oweyed t h e  proper ty  t o  t h e  "sundry persons f r i e n d s  
sf re?. igion and goor: order"  who had been u s i n s  i t .  The language of  t h e  deed i s  indica t i -ve  I 

! of t'lc st-ror:g r e l i g i a u s  f e e l i n g  prevalent  a t  tne  t i n e :  

! Tnic i.ndenture Witnesseth t h a t  whereas Sundry persons,  i n h a b i t a n t s  
i of the  Councy of  Shenandoah i n  t h e  s t a t e  of  Va., f r i e n d s  of  r e l i g i o n  and 
2 
! good o r d e r ,  d id  by Subscr ip t ion  bu i ld  a  house of  worship on t h e  l and  

of  Joseph Mauckof s a i d  Cocnty which house i s  commonly knom and c a l l e d  

! by th-. name of ilaucks Meeting 1Touse ir: which house it was intended by 
t h e  p r o j e c t o r s  o r  Subscr ibers  a f o r e  s a i d  a l l  o r d e r s  of C h r i s t i a n s  and 
a l l  worshipers  of God preaching a  ii,cral d o c t r i n e  and behaving decen t ly  
should be alloi.red t o  preach and i t  was a l s o  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  buy a  

i small  l o t  of  l and  on which s a i d  house s t ands  a  t i t l e  to  which should be 
j made t o  no one o r  more of them but  t h a t  t h e  house and l o t  a f o r e s a i d  

1 should be fo reve r  devoted t o  t h e  pub l i c  f o r  advancement of r e l i g i o u s  
! and 3 the r  p i a i s  pruposes..  . 
! It vas  not  unusual f o r  church e d i f i c e s  t o  be b u i l t  on p r i v a t e  proper ty ,  i n  t h i s  case  t h a t  
1 of Caniel Mauck, . josephls  f a t h e r .  An 1811 deed s p e c i f i c a l l y  excludes t h e  "one a c r e ,  
j 1 2  square  perches" i.>hereon s tood "Mauck's :ieeting Hoirse." Although t h e  bu i ld ing  was f o r  

j a i l  e.?noiiyinations, t h e  B a p t i s t s  seen t o  have had a i n o s t  exclclsive occiip3nc.y. 

' h o ~ : : ;  t h e  famo~ls Uap t i s t  preachers  who spoke he re  were Martin Rauffrnan (an e a r l y  Mennon- 
i t e j ,  Andilrson ?.loEfat, and Rev. James I r e l a z d ,  a  former Presbyter ian .  The Pl i l i  Creek 
Cnurc'r~ was c a l l e d  t h e  " t iennor~ite-Baptis t  Church" s i n c e  s o  many of  i t s  members cnme from 
'ha: conbined f a i r h .  There were many Negro s l a v e s  as  we l l  as  " f r e e  men of  co lor"  who 
were mmbers o f  t h e  X i 1 1  Creek Church during t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  according t o  t h e  
c a r e f u l i y  kep t  minutes of  t h e  congregat ion.  

( see  Continuat ion Shee t  $ 2 )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Nil1 Creek Church i s  noted as  a  well-executed example of plank-log c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
an unusual f e a t u r e  i n  a bu i ld ing  o f  s u c h  l a r g e  proport ions.  
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