Wayne,

Here is what I have on William Dudley through census records found at Ancestry.com. 

1810 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township


William Dudley: 1 M of 16 thru 25, 1 M of 45 & over, 1 F of 16 thru 25.

Source: 1810 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township - Pg 50, M33-16. Ancestry.com - 1810 Census - Image 6. 
At this point in time, William does not appear to have a wife. If he had a wife she could have died or, William married late in life as indicated in the 1820 record.

1810 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township


Danl Easton: 1 M of 16 thru 25; 2 F <10, 2 F of 16 thru 25, 1 F 45 & over.

Source: 1810 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township - Pg 9, M252-5. Ancestry.com - 1810 Census - Image 8.

This name was in the H’s, the closest thing to Heston/Haston I found in Adair Co. He has two girls born between 1810-20.The older females of 16-25, born between 1785-94. One is his wife, the other a sister or sister-in-law. The older woman 45 and over (b. bef. 1765), might possibly be his mother/mother-in-law or favorite aunt.

1820 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township


William Dudley: 1 M of 45 & over, 1 F <10, 1 F of 45 & over.

Source: 1820 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township - Pg 50, M33-16. Ancestry.com - 1820 Census - Image 25.

William now has a wife and a young female in his home. She must be your Polly Haston. There was another William Dudley in 1820, but he is much younger. Evidently, the census must have been taken after Daniel died. No Easton/Haston was found in Adair Co. in 1820. By all accounts his wife should be accounted for I would think. I mulled this over and decided to include another 1810 record I found. See what you think.

1810 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township


Sarah Skaggs: 1 M of 10 thru 15, 1 M of 16 thru 25; 2 F 2 F of 10 thru 15, 1 F of 26 thru 44.

Source: 1810 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township - Pg 14, M252-5. Ancestry.com - 1810 Census - Image 14.

This is the only time this lady appears in the early census of Adair Co. Look at the children; 1 M and 2 F (b. bet. 1795-1800), 1 M (b. bet. 1786-1794), then Sarah b. bet. 1766-1784. She is a widow! William Dudley’s wife was named Sarah b abt. 1773 in VA. It’s possible that Sarah Skaggs also came from VA. Sarah Dudley of 1850 at age 77 would fit this Sarah quite well. She could have been a sister-in-law to Archibald. That could be a reason for William Dudley being the guardian of Polly, Daniels daughter. So much for that thought, but that is the way it could have happened. After all, Sarah’s children could have all been married before 1820 when her and William got together.
1820 Census – Kentucky – Green County – Summersville Township

William Dudley: 2 M <10, 1 M of 16 & <26; 1 F <10, 1 F of 16 <26.

Source: 1820 Census - Kentucky - Green County - Summersville Township – Pg n/a, M33-20. Ancestry.com -1820 Census - Image 9.

As you can see, the township name is the same but for different counties. I’ve had to track both Williams for my tree. This one removed to Indiana shortly the census was taken.

1830 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township

William Dudley: 1 M of 60 & <70, 1 F of 15 & <20, 1 F of 50 & <60

Source: 1830 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township – Pg 4 , M33-19. Ancestry.com - 1830 Census - Image 5.

 

Wayne, you solved the mystery of the young girl in Williams home for me. According to you, the girl was probably Polly Haston whose parents Daniel and Chloe Haston had died. Somehow William and Sarah Dudley became her guardians.  She would have been born between 1810-1815.
1840 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – Unknown Township

William Dudley: 1 M of 70 & <80; 1 F of 60 & <70

Source: 1840 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - Unknown Township - Pg , M - . Ancestry.com - 1840 Census - Image 35.  

 
This is after Polly Haston has married and left the home of William and Sarah to start her own family.

1850 Census – Kentucky – Adair County – District 1
Wm. Dudley, 90, M, Farmer, $2000, VA

Sarah Dudley, 77, F, VA

Source: 1850 Census - Kentucky - Adair County - District 1 - Pg , M - , Ln 8-9, Hse 358, Fam 358, William Dudley. Ancestry.com - 1850 Census - Image 51.

The family history says that William and Sarah had no children of their own. Young Polly Haston was probably a very bright spot in their lives. Data held by Charles L. Dudley, a descendant, shows that William applied for a Revolutionary War pension at age 94 in 1854. He and Sarah must not have lived long afterward as they are not listed in the 1860 census for Adair County.
I know this is rather long and drawn out, but felt I had to share what data I had on William Dudley. I visited the Daniel Haston web site and really enjoyed it. I read what you had about William and decided to send this information to you. You are a Haston and I descend from a Hestand, so relatively speaking we are cousins. I’m curious, so let me know what your thoughts are about Sarah Skaggs.

Charles A. Clay

CClay23668@aol.com
